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Bill Alexson
Military Operations Commander

Robert Anderson, SM
CPA

Jack Arthur, PHF SM
Insurance

James Bass, SM
Funeral Director

Nitsi Bennett, (21) PHF RotY  
Non-Profit Administration

Debbie Bodenstine, PHF SM RotY
Economic Development

Jeffrey Bost
Banking

Joseph Brewster, PHF SM
Cable Television

Frank Brutt, PHF SM
County Planning

Mack Busbee
County Government

Tom Butcher
Honorary Member

Kevin Cagle, SM
Office Machines

Gerry Chalker, (7) PHF SM  
Pension Administration

Andy Corbin, PHF SM RotY  
Electronics manufacturing

George Dorris, PHF SM
Dentistry

J.T. Edwards, PHF SM RotY
Landscaping Owner

Brian Ekedahl, SM
Social Services

Dan Empson
Honorary Member
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Business IT Management
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Bob Fowner, PHF SM
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Financial Services
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Accounting/Auditing
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Retail Shopping Center
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Non-Profit Administration

Jeff Hooton, PHF SM
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Chris Johnson, PHF  
CPA Retired
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Business Development
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Ross LeBlanc, SM
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David Macdonald, SM PHF  
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David O. Miller, (12) PHF SM
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John Morgan, PHF SM  
Computer Engineer

Matthew Morgan, SM
Electrical Engineer

Dan Nelson, PHF SM
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Michele Nicholson, SM
Communications

Brian Page, SM
Tax Attorney

Susan Page, SM
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Roger Peadro, PHF SM RotY 
Pastor

Mary Plummer, PHF SM
Real Estate Sales

Lyndon Poff, PHF SM RotY
Paint & Body Shop

Diane Poff
Paint & Body Shop

Jan Pooley, (8) PHF SM RotY 
Department Store

Charlie Potts, PHF SM  
Jeweler

Kathy Pritchard, PHF SM
Commercial Banking

Fred Pryor, PHF SM RotY  
Utility Service-Gas

Ted Rahe, (38) PHF SM  
Property Management

Dusty Ricketts, SM
News Media

Katie Sharon, SM
Commercial Banking

Susan Shaw, PHF SM
Fund Raising

Eulice Shelley, PHF SM  
Moving & Storage

Scott Smith, PHF SM  
Chiropractor

Whitney Smith, SM
Attorney

Allan Stearns, PHF SM  
Travel Agent

Rick Stevens, PHF SM RotY  
Surge Suppression Systems

Randy Stokes, PHF SM  
Architecture

Kent Tinsley, SM
Commercial Banking

Herb Tinsley, PHF SM RotY  
Savings & Loan Management

Forrest Townsend, PHF SM RotY  
Veterinarian

Alex Trum, PHF SM
Orthodontist Retired

Matt Turpin, SM
Certified Public Accountant

John Vaughan, PHF SM
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Aaron Webber, SM
Condo Management

Charles West, PHF SM
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Ken Williamson, PHF SM  
Retired

Jean Woo, PHF SM
Dentist
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Mortgage Broker

Russ Youngblood, PHF SM  
Psychologist
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PHF: Paul Harris Fellows
SM: PH Sustaining Members
RotY: FWB Rotarian of the Year
 FWB Club Past President
  Other Club Past President

Don’t forget that you can make 
up missed meetings at neighbor-
ing clubs. They include:

Crestview: 12 p.m. Wednesday at 
Ryan’s

Destin: 7:15 a.m. Tuesday at Ruth-
erford’s at Regatta Bay

DeFuniak Springs: 12 p.m. 
Wednesday at McLain’s Family Steak-
house

Mid-Bay: 7 a.m. Wednesday at 
Bluewater Bay Golf Club

Navarre: 12 p.m. Thursday at Tus-
can Grill at Hidden Creek

Niceville: 12 p.m. Thursday at 
Northwest Florida State College 
Building K

South Walton: 7:30 a.m. Thurs-
day at Embassy Suites

Members in blue are recognized as  
having perfect attendance as of the end of 
the previous year

Members in yellow are on a leave of 
absence

Matt Gaetz
Florida House of Representatives

     Matt Gaetz is a Republican member of the 
Florida House of Representatives, represent-
ing the 4th District, which includes most of 
Okaloosa County, since 2010.
     Matt, is the son of Vicky and Don Gaetz, 
who is a member of the Florida Senate since 
2006. Matt grew up in Okaloosa County and 
graduated from Niceville High School where 
he won the Florida state debate champion-
ship.  Matt went on to Florida State Univer-
sity and earned his law degree from the Col-
lege of William and Mar y. 
     Matt was elected to the State House in 
2010 and has been re-elected twice with-
out opposition.  In the legislature, Matt has 
focused on regulator y reform and public 
safety. He has authored and passed legisla-
tion repealing thousands of regulations, and 
has blocked the imposition of regulations that increase costs for small busi-
nesses.
     As the chairman of the Criminal Justice committee, Matt is working to 
protect Florida’s position as a great place for gun owners and a bad place 
for criminals.
     In addition to ser ving as the State Representative for District 4, Gaetz 
is an attorney with the Keefe, Anchors and Gordon law firm in Fort Walton 
Beach where he practices business and open government law.
Matt announced that he would run for the Florida Senate in the 1st District, 
currently held by his father, State Senator Don Gaetz, in 2016, when his 
father is term-limited.
     Matt is a member of the First Baptist Church in Fort Walton Beach.



Oct. 22: Social Event, location TBA
Oct. 29: Choctaw and FWB football coaches
Nov. 5: Ramsey Ross, NWF State College athletics
Nov. 12:  Sen. Don Gaetz

Is it the TRUTH?

Is it FAIR to all concerned?

Will it build GOODWILL and better FRIENDSHIP?

Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

UPCOMING SPEAKERS

On this day in 1863, the C.S.S. Hunley, the world’s first successful combat submarine, sinks during a test run, killing its 
inventor and seven crew-members. Horace Lawson Hunley developed the 40-foot submarine from a cylinder boiler. It was 
operated by a crew of eight—one person steered while the other seven turned a crank that drove the ship’s propeller.

On this day in 1954, Hurricane Hazel, the fourth major hurricane of the year, hammers southern Ontario, Canada. 
Hazel hit hard from Jamaica to Canada, killing more than 400 people and causing over $1 billion in damages.

On this day in 1989, during a game against his old team, the Edmonton Oilers, Canadian ice hockey great Wayne 
Gretzky breaks Gordie Howe’s National Hockey League career scoring record of 1,850 points. He retired in 1999 as a 
New York Ranger, holding records for most career goals, 894; most career assists, 1,963; and most career points, 2,857.

TODAY IN HISTORY

ROTARY’S FOUR-WAY TEST

ROTARIANS WITH BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

THE ROTARY READER THE ROTARY READER

On this day in 1997, Danny Wuerffel got a roaring reception when he was introduced as the starting quar-
terback of the New Orleans Saints.

TODAY IN LOCAL HISTORY

By Arnold R. Grahl 
Rotary News
     When a life-threatening ill-
ness stripped away many of her 
professional ambitions, Aman-
da Wirtz, a former U.S. Navy 
code breaker and professional 
violinist, turned to humanitar-
ian service and Facebook to 
give her life new purpose.
     Wirtz was in her 20s and 
pursuing a career as a fitness 
trainer when a sharp pain in her 
abdomen sent her to the emer-
gency room. Expecting some-
thing manageable like appendi-
citis, she instead found herself 
facing a rare tumor disorder that required her to undergo 30 surgeries over the next several years.
Forced to rethink her life plans, Wirtz began focusing on how to help others, a quest that led her to 
Rotary.
     “I met an older man with a Rotary pin,” Wirtz recalls, “and I said, ‘I love Rotary.’ Ten years earlier 
as a Rotary Youth Exchange student, Rotary had helped build a hope and a future for me. Now, I 
found that through Rotary I could build hope and a future for others. And doing that, I found that I 
actually received it myself.”
     Wirtz launched the world’s first Facebook-based Rotary Club last year, United Services Rotary, 
after being approached by Rotary leaders who were seeking ways to make membership more 
convenient for U.S. military personnel. Their need to travel and relocate frequently can make it 
difficult for members of the military to commit to the weekly attendance that most Rotary clubs 
require. The leaders came to Wirtz because of her passion for service and her military background.
The club differs from a traditional Rotary club in that members log in to Facebook at any time dur-
ing the week to view a high-definition video that reproduces many of the elements of a typical 
meeting: The Four-Way Test, sharing of Rotary moments, announcements, and a presentation by a 
main speaker. If there hasn’t been time to record an original program, the weekly presentation may 
be a TED talk or other video on a Rotary-related topic that’s available online. Members keep in 
touch through Facebook updates and by posting on each other’s timelines.
Wirtz admits that meeting online comes with some drawbacks.
     “There is nothing like being in the same room with another person. I don’t think anything can 
replace one-on-one interaction,” she concedes. “So it’s, ‘How can I get a sense of you truly to have 
the feeling of real fellowship in a remote location?’ And honestly, that’s something we are continu-
ing to work on.”
But she feels social media is too big a phenomenon for Rotary not to embrace it.
     “I see a lot of missed opportunities, and my pain reminds me that time is short,” Wirtz says. “So-
cial media is a powerful tool.”

Mack Busbee, anniversary, Oct. 19

Illness leads former Navy vet to 
form first Facebook-based club


