
The Rotary Club of Fort Walton Beach is celebrat ing 100 years of Rotary through service 
at home and abroad. From our Centennial Park Project to our t r ip to Peru, Fort Walton 
Beach Rotar ians are making a difference by applying the Four Way Test to the Things We 
Think, Do and Say. 
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THE ROTARY READER 

Today s Guest Speaker:  John Linn, Founder 
Linns Prestige Kitchens 

Distr ict Governor s Gold Medal of Honor Aw ard W inner  2005-06 
Presidential Citation Award Winner 12th Consecutive Year 

Today s guest speaker is our very 
own John Linn.  John will talk to us 
today about his experience helping 
to decorate the Rotary International 
Float for the prestigious 2007 Tour-
nament of Roses Parade.    

This year s Rotary International float 
was entitled Lead the Way. De-
signed by award winning float de-
signer Raul Rodriguez and built by 
Larry Crain of Charisma Floats, with 
its Mother Duck and Babies it ap-
pealed to children and adults alike, this whimsical float acknowledged Ro-
tary s commitment to Leading  the way to Service around the World. Rotary 
celebrated its 27th consecutive year of participation at the 118th year of the 

Tournament of Roses Parade with the theme Our 
Good Nature.

  

Last year, more than 1300 Rotarians and their fami-
lies, Rotaract Club members, and Interact Club mem-
bers volunteered their time and effort to help deco-
rate the float. These Rotarians 
worked countless hours put-
ting flowers, seeds, dried pet-
als, and greenery on every 
square inch of the float.  

John is a self-described, 
almost  FWB native moving 

here in 1968.  He graduated 
from Choctaw in 1976 and re-
ceived a BS from the Univer-
sity of West Florida in 1980.  

John founded Linns Prestige Kitchens,  now with over 
50 employees, it has grown to three locations, Fort 
Walton Beach, Pensacola and Destin.   He is married 
to the former Sherrie Cooper and they have one son 
Zack, age 17.  When not working and busy with Rotary, he enjoys scuba div-
ing, hunting and boating.  He is a member of Westminster Presbyterian 
Church and Krewe of Bowlegs.   

Post Office Box  892 
Fort Walton Beach, FL  32549 

John and his wife Sherrie 
with Bill Boyd, Rotary In-
ternational President. 

John s wife Sherrie on 
the Float. 

Drawing of Tournament of Roses Rotary Float 

http://www.fortwaltonrotary.org


Happy J anuar y Bir t hday! 

JANUARY 17, 2007 
Welcome Rotarians and Guests!   

We re glad to have you join us. 
Scooter Policy: Members, If you leave prior to the 
completion of the program, you will be fined $5.00 under 
the scooter policy.  Please leave your badge on Rhonda s 
table if you leave early! 

Whitney Hipsh   4 Sallie Hardy         8 
Ken Williamson 11 Andy Corbin        23 
Chris Hughes       23 Scotty Foster        25 
Ralph Martin        27 

ATTENDANCE:  73.53% 
Visiting Rotarians: 
Larry Leese  Oakwood, OH 
Duane Swaninger Naples North  

Guests of Rotarians: 
Guest

    

Rotarian

 

Natalie Simpson  John Keith 
Jason Mobley   Tom Conner 
Larry Hipsh   Whitney Hipsh  

CHS Interact/Wheelettes: 
Brittany Florence Meredith Stafford 
Chad Born   Tim Murray  

FWBHS Interact/Wheelettes: 
Karen Greenert  Christen Wernet  

Makeups: 
Andy Corbin  N ville-Valp 
Pat Hollarn  Mid-Bay 
Tom Hayes  eclub 
Johnny Johnson eclub 
Yonge Watson  eclub 

MEETING STATS  1/10/007 
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THE ROTARY READER 

ROTARY FOUR WAY TEST

 

1) Is it the truth? 

2) Is it fair to all concerned? 

3) Will it build goodwill and better friendships? 

4) Will it be beneficial to all concerned? 

Upcoming  Programs    

Jan     24  Education and Schools  

      Dr. Alexis Tibbetts 

Jan     31  OWC W om en s Basketball  

       Coach Brittney Ezell 

Feb      7  Volunteer Okaloosa  

       Director Jane Pritchett  

Feb     14   Okaloosa County Health Dept.  

       Dr. Karen Chapman, Director 

What Paul Harris Said .. 
It is a man's job to be a good Rotarian and he who 

lives up to the precepts will be a good neighbor, a 
kind friend, a loving husband, a companionable fa-
ther and an asset to the community in which he 
lives.

 

Paul P. Harris,  
Message to the Rotary Club of New Orleans 

1917 

EVERY Rotarian EVERY Year EREY  

The Rotary Foundation does so 
much to improve our world's 
quality of life.  Health care, edu-
cation and cultural programs 
help thousands of people throughout the world.  
Please support the Foundation's efforts with a 
sustaining member contribution.  Make a pay-
ment of $25 per quarter totaling a $100 a year, 
and you become a sustaining member!   Con-
tact Rhonda to check your status or to sign up. 
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An official flag was formally adopted 
by Rotary International at the 1929 RI 
Convention in Dallas, Texas, USA. The 
Rotary flag consists of a white field 
with the official wheel emblem embla-
zoned in gold in the center of the 
field. The four depressed spaces on 
the r im of the Rotary wheel are col-
ored royal blue. The words Rotary 
and I nternat ional pr inted at the top 
and bot tom depressions on the wheel 
rim are also gold. The shaft in the hub 
and the keyway of the wheel are 
white.   

The first official Rotary flag reportedly 
was flown in Kansas City, Missouri, 
USA, in January 1915. I n 1922, a 
small Rotary flag was carr ied over the 
South Pole by Adm iral Richard Byrd, a 
member of the Rotary Club of Win-

chester, Virginia, USA. Four years 
later, the admiral carried a Rotary flag 
in his expedition to the North Pole.   

Some Rotary clubs use the official Ro-
tary flag as a banner at club meet -
ings. I n these instances, it is appro-
priate to print the words Rotary 
Club above the wheel symbol and 
the name of the city, state, or nat ion 
below the emblem.   

The Rotary flag is always prom inent ly 
displayed at the World Headquarters 
as well as at all convent ions and offi-
cial events of Rotary International.   

ABCs of Rotary 
Cliff Dochterman, Past RI President 

Do You Know About .the Rotary Flag? 
THIS DAY  

IN HISTORY . 

1991 

 
Operat ion 

Desert Storm begins 
- U.S. led allies vs 
Iraq  

1987 - President 
Reagan signs secret 
order perm it t ing cov-
ert sale of arm s to 
Iran  

1984 - Supreme 
Court rules (5-4) oks 
pr ivate use of hom e 
VCRs to tape TV pro-
gram s for later view-
ing does not violate 
federal copyright laws 

1969 

 

Beat les re-
lease Yellow Subm a-
rine album in UK  Last Week s Meeting  Charles Bull Rigdon  

At last week s m eet ing, Northwest Flor ida Fair Asso-

ciat ion CEO Bull Rigdon, gave the Club a history of 

how the NWF Fair Associat ion grew from hum ble be-

ginnings on Okaloosa I sland to its present locat ion on 

Lewis Turner Boulevard.   


