
 

 

 

 

Dr. Alexis Tibbetts was elected Superintendent on November 7, 2006. Since that time, she 

and her administration have focused on many goals:  

 - ensuring that all Okaloosa students have the opportunity to maximize their academic po-

tential and closing the gap in academic performance; 

- improving math and science education through new initiatives in grades 3-8; 

- reducing expenses and balancing a decreasing budget. 

Under her leadership, Okaloosa County schools have been rated first, second or third in 

Florida in reading, math, science and writing at all grade levels tested on the FCAT. Okaloosa 

County has the highest percentage of "A" schools in the State of Florida. During her admini-

stration, every school in the district has undergone major renovations or new construction. 

More minority students, students in poverty, ESE and ELL students are now enrolled in hon-

ors, AP or IB courses than ever before. 

Dr. Tibbetts' signature projects include developing the first Career Technical Academy in the 

district, initiating the Advanced Placement Institute at Fort Walton Beach High School, intro-

ducing the Odyssey of the Mind competition to our district, and the foundation of the Emer-

ald Coast Science Center. 

Alexis has been honored as the Florida Gifted Teacher of the Year and as Florida’s Region 1 

Assistant Principal of the Year. She was named Emerald Coast magazine’s “Educator of the 

Year” in 2005. She has presented at numerous local and national educational conferences, 

including the National Drop-Out Prevention Conference, the National Career Academy Con-

ference, the National School-to-Work Conference and the Florida Education Technology 

Conference. She has published numerous articles about education and was recently in- 
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JULY 21, 2010 

Welcome Rotarians and 

Guests! 

 

We’re glad to have you join 

us. 

Scooter Policy: Members, If 

you leave prior to the 

completion of the program, 

you will be fined $5.00 

under the scooter policy.  

Please leave your badge on 

Carole’s table if you leave 

early! 
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Rotarians with Guests 

Jason Clark – Gary Felts 

Jody Henderson – JR McDonald and Larry Keefe 

Al Stearns – Preston Lewis 

Aaron Webber – Brandon Hutchison 

 

No Makeups 

Attendance: 58% 

                       Stats 7-14-10  

ROTARY FOUR WAY 

TEST 

1) Is it the truth? 

2) Is it fair to all 

concerned? 

3) Will it build goodwill 

and better 

friendships? 

4) Will it be beneficial to 

all concerned? 

(Continued from Page 1) 

-cluded in the Okaloosa County Women’s Wall of Fame. She was named "2009 District Innovation Leader of the Year" and 

Eglin AFB "Ambassador of the Year." 

She is a member of many local civic, community, charitable, and professional organizations including:  Phi Delta Kappa, Delta 

Kappa Gamma, Alpha Delta Kappa, Shalimar United Methodist Church, Junior League of Fort Walton Beach, Boy Scouts of 

America Board and Fort Walton Beach Rotary Club.  

Alexis is a member of the Boards of Directors of United Way, Children in Crisis and Workforce Development. She is a mem-

ber of all local Chambers of Commerce. 

She has a very broad experience in education, having worked as a science teacher at Meigs Junior High School, the Okaloosa 

Learning Center, and Wagner High School, Clark Air Base in the Republic of the Philippines. She worked as a guidance coun-

selor at Randolph High School, Randolph AFB, San Antonio, Texas; as Assistant Principal for Curriculum and Instruction at 

Fort Walton Beach High School; as Principal of Destin Middle School at Regatta Bay and as Principal of Fort Walton Beach 

High School.   

Alexis is married to Colonel Daniel M. “Buff” Tibbetts, USAF (Ret). Buff is a graduate of the United States Air Force Academy 

and the University of Southern California. He is employed by Sverdrup Technology, a Jacobs Engineering Company. They 

have two daughters. Natalie completed her pediatric residency at the University of Alabama Birmingham Children’s Hospital. 

She graduated from the University of Florida and the University Of Miami School Of Medicine. Danielle resides in Fort 

Walton Beach.   



Page 3 July 21, 2010 

  
 

 
 

A Dozen VERY SHORT Books 

1) Everything Men Know About Women 

2) Mike Tyson's Guide to Dating Etiquette 

3) Amelia Earhart's Guide to the Pacific Ocean 

4) Career Opportunities for Sociology Majors 

5) Spotted Owl Recipes by the EPA 

6) The Amish Phone Book 

7) A Guide to Arab Democracies 

8) French Hospitality 

9) Bob Dole: The Wild Years 

10) Staple Your Way to Success! 

Small Club Scores Big with End Polio Effort  
 In September, the Rotary Club of Bribie Island, Australia, embarked on Project Eradi-

cation, aimed at raising A$1 (about US$0.80) for each one of the community‟s 19,490 resi-

dents.  Over the next several months, the 25-member club organized a raffle, a children‟s col-

oring competition, wine sales, monthly food markets, a movie night, an Australia Day Ball, a 

golf day, and a 10-kilometer fun run/walk. Local newspapers were briefed about the effort in 

advance and agreed to publish monthly feature articles about the events.  

As the fundraisers unfolded, the project gained increasing visibility in the community and 

media. The club also sent out news releases about the work of Jenny Horton -- a nurse and 

member of the Rotary Club of Kenmore, Queensland -- in the polio immunization effort in 

India.  

 On 13 May, Bribie Island Rotarians presented a check for A$20,000 (about 

US$16,600) to Past RI President Clem Renouf at a celebration in Nambour. Another 

US$4,200 came from the Rotary Club of Toowong.   Renouf offered high praise for Horton, 

who also attended the celebration. Horton has worked for the Stop Transmission of Polio pro-

gram in Botswana, Ethiopia, India, Nigeria, and Pakistan. The program was established in 

1999 by the World Health Organization, UNICEF, and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention, and has received $681,900 in grants from PolioPlus for volunteers‟ stipends.  

 “Someone once said, „If you want to send a message, wrap it in a person,‟” Renouf 

noted. “Jenny is the ideal wrapping for our story at this stage of the war [against polio], not 

from command headquarters but from the front line.”  
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Trigg, Brian SM 

Program Analyst 

Trum, Alex  PHF SM 
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Vaughan, John  PHF SM 

Past Service 

Members in green font have missed three or 

more meetings.  Please give them  a call and 

encourage them to attend a meeting. 

Members in purple font have perfect atten-

dance. 

Members in blue font are on a leave of absence. 

Rotary Club of Fort Walton Beach   Rotary Roster 

Don’t forget that you can make up a 

missed meeting at a neighboring club. 

They include: 

Crestview: Wednesday noon, Sonny’s BBQ 

DeFuniak Springs: Wednesday 7:30 a.m., 

McLain’s Family Steak House 

Mid-Bay: Wednesday 7 a.m., Bluewater Bay 

Golf Club 

Navarre: Thursday noon, Cocodries 

Niceville: Thursday noon, OWC Bld. K 

South Walton: Thursday 7:30 a.m., Em-

bassy Suites 

Destin: Tuesday 7:15 a.m. Rutherford's at 

Regatta Bay 





 

 

 

 

 

 






